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I t  baa been uur In te n t io n , in  e d i t in g  a b i^h -to n u  fan rag  l ik e  
th io ,  to  keop thu e d i t o r i a l s  on a  h ig h -to n ed , l i t o r a r y  and tin o lo a s  p iano , 
b u t fo r th e  Lwmant \to Trill d ig re ss  to  the a x to n t o f  say ing  th a t  anyone vho 
mokes cracks about th o  q u a l i ty  of th e  paper o r th e  ty p cg rn fy  I D th ia  isauo  
go ts  a f i s t  in  th e  bush. F ig u ra t iv e ly , i f  n o t p h y s ic a l ly . Tho paper i s  
A3D1C^ Hod ^ ab o l, rs^ro expu lsive  and th e re fo re  more show-through and more 
o f f s e t  th h n tb u  re g u la r  s t u f f .  The ty p a g ra f ic a l  o rro re  a re  ac ro d u itad  to 
tho fa c t  th a t  wo ar-j in  a t r a n t iU u a a l  p e rio d  between th© Columbus Syaton 
and the Touch System in  our ty p in g . In o th e r  words when wo want a l a t t e r  
on th u  keyboard, no have to  g a t out and fu o l fo r i t .

p u r tu b je o t tn l s  ia su a  la  Fandom. F i r s t ,  L aat and a lw ays. Our 
lu a d -o ff  a r t l a l o  AFTLd 1939 -  W1UT? i s  ano o f  tuo f i r s t  a r t i c l e s  w ritte n  
concerning fan h is to ry ,  *1 Thu Fandana fro u  the Funcyclopodia a re  re p rin te d  
qt tnuy uppuarod in  tiin t p u b lic a tio n , follow ed By Bob S llv u rb a rg ’a famous 
o r t i c l u  FlhST Lx^T E^NS, ano a f  th e  n e s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  fan i t a r j  over 
w r it to n . S p o o r 's  ro v Q tta l IfcXJLIh’K OF THE BEST, fo llo w s. ^nd than two 
naw I I KJZI an tn© re c a s t  p ro b lao  o f Seventh Fandom, ’b le b  aoro  don© fo r Fy 
undwT rlu ra js .

Wa re g re t  th o  la c k  o f apace and re fe re n ce  n n to r in l  th a t  p to - 
vont ua from in c lu d in g  su ra  of tho fun h is to ry  w ritin g  of Sac Moskowitz, 
as w ell oa s im ila r  work by o th e r  w e ll-q u a i lf io d  a u th o rs . For fu r th e r  
ra id in g  on Seventh Fandom, we r a f c r  the in tc ru s ta d  poraop to Hichurd Guls* 
’’PSYCHOTIC*1 in  p a r t i c u la r .  For raudfib.'s In e a r ly  Bindon, tho ru  ia  the  
cxwumcntul HIE DWftTUi STOHM by STS ZA.akuWltz. For tho p e rio d  between 
th e  CWQ, Cfe kno-M nu p a r t ic u la r  i ta o s  a.lclj covar tiiu  su b je c t w e ll, a s id e  
from those  h o ra in . Ika p e rio d  1940-1960 in  fandom scoca in  need uf a  
good h i s to r i a n .  • •

- . a r t i c l e s  h e re in  oro b ; ch ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r . C arry on?

---- Mounoayno



re p r in te d  from
IBS.

MSFLi 1936

These p re d ic tio n s  Jo ro  m do 24 Aug 36.
JACK SPEER

I t  guoms to ru  l i t t l e  sh o r t o f  o m z in g , in  n group o f people 
c o n fid e n t 'is ■wo a ru  o f th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  p re d ic t in g  fu tu re  even ts  from 
p re sen t znowl dgc, th e re  have been so few a t ta n p ta  to  fo re c a s t  the fu tu re  
o f  Fandom. Yas c o r tu in ly  chare J i l l  bo changes; n e w  know b a t te r  than 
■io t a u t  n o th in g  is  s t a t i c .

To bo suro  thu ro  has boon some ta lk  o f wlmt sc ien ce  f ic t io n  w ill  
develop in to ,  but vhat o f fandom? A word h e re  and th e re  b u t every th ing  
seaiss to  s too  w ith  the flo rid  Convention in  1939. Thore is  perhaps good 
ronson fo r t n l s :  ?/Lat happens a t  tho Convention w il l  mold tho fu tu re  of 
fandon. So to  p re d ic t  fandom’ s fu tu re  one must p re d ic t  the outcome of 
tho Convention; the next FAPA e le c t io n  a ls o ,  and s im ila r  such.

Ar.d th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a re  g re a t ,  i t  must be adnd ttod . We have l i t t l e  
da ta  to go by. To noke i t  mora d i f f i c u l t  fans a re  such □ queer bunch o f  
peop le  th a t  p re  d ie tin g  w?.at they w il l  do might w ell faze a more prudent 
man tu rn  I .  i t  i s  a s n a i l  group, e a s i ly  in flu en ced  by a s in g le  person 
o r event to  tu rn  in  an e n t i r e ly  no* d i r e c t io n .  The GOTO p re d ic tio n  of 
a t h i i ^  r ig h t  in flu en c e  tho p ro b a b i l i ty  o f i t s  happening.'

Yet wo do have f iv e  years bohind us* wo have soen fandom pas from 
one s ta ^ e  to  an o th er and i t  i s  roaaonavio to  nssumo tho t r a n s i t io n  to  a 
t h i r d  s to g ie  w il l  be accompanied by soma o f tho m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  tho f i r s t  
change. And w hile  admit t in g  tho chances a re  a g a in s t my p re d ic tio n s  fading 
c o r re c t  I th in k  they n r J mere l ik e ly  co come t r u e  than  any o th e r  one so t 
o f duvolopoenta. So, th o  fo o l rushes in —

IZoat p rophets w il l  t a lk  in to m s  of tren d s  .md ifa -a n d -b u ts  and l e t  
i t  go a t  t a n t .  îy p re d ic tio n s  aro based on tren d s  and on the most probable 
o f  th e  i  f s , b a t I an. gvfang to  t r y  to  make th a n  oa cone r a te  aa p o s s ib le .

A fta r tnu flo rid  Convention i s  over we cone expect a g e n e ra l l e t 
down. Th^re w i l l  be ta lk  avout thu Convention, Convention accounts and 
perhaps w ranglings over who want to  what autom at “i t h  whore; b u t I expect 
fo r a t  lo n a t s ix  months a f t e r  th e  Convention fan a c t i v i t y  w il l  bo a t  a 
law obb. And I ra th e r  doubt i t  w il l  over b u ild  up agnin  to  tho p o in t I t  
J i l l  have reached ju s t  b a fo re  tho Convention.
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A fte r 193$- f o n t?

I t  i s  n o t y e t c lo u r f lh jth u r tho Convention v i i l  tu tu  pi neo be fo re  
o r a f t e r  j l c c t l^ n  t l m  in th e  FAPA . A ft or th e se  two even ts  a re  p j s t  th e re  
should oo a long b r e ^ h i r ^  s p o i l .  L am assuming th a  W allhuin group wj11 
lo so r.o s t u f th  3 FAPA  o ff ic o n ; th io  i s  u duntfurous assum ption but BOGUS noro 
l ik e ly  than th a t I t  s i l l  B t.y  in  putter an o th er y ear. I f  i t  lo se s  out th in g s  
in  thu FAP A. should  bo p r e t ty  t r a n q u il  and a v -ry t..in g  r o u t i n g  I f  Das sad 
nan should  win agnin  th e  A n lt-W o llh u iiils ta  c m  bu expected to keep f ig h t in g  
a n o th e r yu-ir or ho jcvur long i t  aoy v J w , But th s  f ig h t in g  won’t  be so 
f ie r c e  ns thrit fo llow ing  th e  1938 e le c t io n .

1 or. a lso  having to  assume th e  Lti c h a l e t  n a tio n  w il l  be d a fea ted  a t  
the Convention, This i s  an even more p re c a rio u s  assum ption ns th e re  is  a 
s tro n g  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t ,  th e  Convention be ing  huld  In  K Y. niuuroue Young 
Communist Tenders o f s t f ,  whom most o f  us would not co n sid e r *’fann r’, w ill  
swacp tho convention and c a r ry  th e  m otion. lJOTNVr>r. in  th is  cos • i t  w ill  
i.o t rako  so much di f f o r j ’.co. I f  U lc h e lia n  c a r r i e s  o group o f fans w ill
du la tc h  I t  s u l f ,  I  b o lla v e . and go egg a t  a ta n g en t; and wo r a i n i n g  behind 
wi 11 a i ^ l y  dany th e  Convention as th e  vo ice  o f fumdcEi and con tinue  cuob 
a s  b e fo re , d isc u ss in g  Iha id e o lo g ie s  o b je c t iv e ly , a s  th e  E n g lish  do. I f  
^ ic h u l is n  lo se s  I have no id e a  th e  head lA c h e lis ts  w il l  s ta y  w ith  us, tho 
some m y  re tu rn  in  a i 't a r  yoora . In e i th e r  Coan fandom lo ses  thn most ra d ic a l  
elem ent.

Ono fa c to r  th a t  w il l  be alm ost c a rip lo to ly  d lsregardod  in  th i s  d is 
cussion  i s  tl.o  q u e stio n  o f tho In c re a s in '.  aga o f th e  fu r s .  There w il l  be 
so many th in g s  to r.d ins to  1 t  tho evorago age advance only very  slow ly th a t  
t h i s  had boat be passed by— i f  indeed  ar.y s ig n if ic a n c e  a tta c h e s  to  chrono
lo g ic a l  age In our group, which one might w ell doubt.

But to th e  tre n d s . Ono b ig  tre n d  I fo rsee  i s  u b lu r r in g  o f  o u t l in e ,
a fusion  o f the “ in n e r c i r c l e ” w ith  tho  moos o f s c i c n t l f i c i c io n la to , as a 
r e s u l t  o f cooour.jtion  by lh<j jro  e d i to r s  and o th e r fo rc e s . Our n u w o rs  have 
boon somewhat augmented by th e  c e s s a tio n  o f the o ld  w uied-sf b a t t l o  and 
murgor of t h J i r  two fandoms but th e  p u b l ic i ty  now o ffa ru d  by n i l  the pro- 
fe s s io i .a l  s a j  •nco-fantufly mugazinas shou ld  Incm osn our nuobars army tirs^s. 
l£c?r. J . l  t c l i s  » J o f road ing  a t  am ateur jo u rn a l in  n nouspop-jr o r tcgn« 
z ine  and V iTitlnj fo r  a copy. The boys .rtio pu b lish ed  i t  re p l ie d  th e y ’d had
f i f t y  c .u l s  fo r  cop ies  from th a t  s ln g lo  m ention;

Thum w il l  ba f a r  rnachirMj roporcua;'iona o f t h i s  in f lu x  of dsrd- 
fan a . For one th in g  i t  w ill no lo n g e r bo aafa  to auBuno, in  on u r t l c l a  fo r 
Font ns club GO LdLgvst, say , tn;*t p r a c t i c a l ly  n i l  th a  read ers  a lso  got the 
Nun L e t te r ,  fo r example. A r t ic le s  and colurans must pu rfo roo  in  t h j  in te r e s t  
o f g r e a te r  oompLetaaois w lth i.. th o ra a lv e s  bo 1 . s t  p e rs o n a l, :aoro la b o r io u s ly  
comp os ad , lo s s  s p o n t^ u o u s .

This in f lu x  o f a new m arket " t i l l  a lso  mian tho c e l l  poo o f  bG ktcgrafy
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A fte r  1939-Tnat? (3) 

cu-ong tixo su b sc r ip tio n  faniingQzlfiua. Uiroeografed and p r in te d  pub lica tion !! 
should  ccoa to  have su b sc r ip tio n s  running in to  th e  hundreds.

The su b je c ts  fo r w ritin g  w il l  bo mare on th e  o rder of tho F lra t  
Fandom too . S inea  tno pro m g  ads hova coopurated  to  b rin g  th ia  now audloncu 
in touch w ith  our w orld we in  ru tu m  wi 11 hove to p r in t  more n<ms o f tho proa 
and authors* would in  fa c t  have to  do ao to  i n t e r e s t  tho n^zeesnora.

TAG n o jo r i ty  o f  fans w il l  no lo n g e r bo o f th e  " S ta r-b e g o tte n ” typo. 
Tao nawoam rs w i l l  provide a eunso rvo tlva  olaiaGnt and a  le a s  b r i l l i a n t  opu. 
Mo a h u ll  jav o  t o  be nx.ro d ig n if io d  in  fro n t of th e e .

Perhaps i t  I s  u n tru o  to  spook o f  th a n  as a  s e p a ra ta  gruup s in ce  thu 
waul a  w ill ba fusod in to  one, out thu ro  w il l  a t i l l  reg a in  a la s s  d i s t in c t  
in n e r  c i r c l e  and w ith in  th a t  thu Vary co re  o f tho ^ ld  Guard who s ta y  w ith us. 
Grodualud dagrous o f fan a c t i v i t y  w i l l  u l to n t  a l l  tho way out to  those  who 
g o t only  ona fanim gazinu and do not co rrespond  a t a l l .  Thore a lread y  i s  Q 
n ta to  o f a f f a i r s  l ik e  th ia  on a a m l l  s c a le .  W itness the wide v a r ia t io n  in  
o s tin n to e  AS to the numovr o f ”ru ’i l  fan s” .

A nother tre n d  which micht bo nutud I t  the tendency to  d iscu ss  In te r e s t  
Ing b ^ k e , id e a s , movies e tc .  which oro e n t i r e ly  o u ts id e  the ro n in  o f s t f .

Jhon a l l  th i s  happens■ tho Second Fnndom. in  which wo a rc  new liv in g *  
w i l l  ba w ell behind ,

I sh an ’ t  go eo fa r  as to  any w hether th ia  T hird  Far.doe w il l  bo tho  
l e s t ;  I f a th e r  th in k  i t  won’t .  But thu a c t i v i t i e s  th o  Second Fondle 
.ku s w if t ly  coning t o  a head, cu lm ina ting  in  th e  tu rn e r  o f ’39. Kona p lans 
beyond th a t ;  i t ’s not s a f e ,  Wnun iiu> C ^nvontim  I s  n lr .o s t upon ua BO^ G 
p lana beyond i t  m y  bu ma du but those w il l  bo fuw.

Tho FAPA - i l l  baca:.» a h i^ h ly -so u g h t-n f to r  honor fo r a w hile  and then 
duo to  th a  in c ro o s in g  acciXTulation o f “dond wood” 1 corrpuraclvAly a >cnklng 
only) re v is io n s  have to be made and th e  mmbnrahip l i c i t  p robably  abandoned.

The mere fa c t  a r t i c l e s  and a tu r io a  w il l  bn pu b lish ed  in  mlnaoed or 
p r in te d  form w il l  a f f e c t  th e  w ritin g  th e re o f . Too, th e  r e a l iz a t io n  every
th in g  w ritte n  or pu b lish ed  in  tho  FAPA ;Oes in to  u permanent l ib r a r y  In 
P h ila d e lp h ia  w il l  cause the t r i  ta r s  to taka g re a te r  cu re . W riting  won’t  bn 
q u ite  ao much fun us i t  i s  now.

Th< re  w il l  b i  conprinsatlona. With a le tu p  In co n tro v e rsy  those  so 
in c lin e d  can take  time o f f  to  pursue those  l i t t l e  s id e - l in e s  tn e y ’va nlweya 
wantod to fo l io * .  L arry  Farauci w il l  bo a b le  to  devote h ia  whole H a i  to 
..is  index I f  L ^caaina s t f  w ithout f r a r  the i& c h e lla ts  w i l l  s l i p  a a m th in g  
over w hile  h e ’s n o t la tc h in g ;  in  fo o t, i t  la  h ig h ly  p robab le  the c e n tra l
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A fter A93?-What? M) 

au x b o rlty  {of course  th e re  w i l l  be a c e n tra l  a u th o r i ty  than) w il l  appoin t 
a co :-n itto u  to  c a r ry  C Q  th o  in lo r ru p te d  work o f the fa n ta sy  Wngotinu S erv ice  
Dopartmont, O thers may follow  o th e r l in a s .  Lowndes, i  f  he c a re s  to s ta y  
w ith  uct can w rite  p c o try  in s te a d  o f t i m e r s  to Sam U oskewita. I ’l l  confess 
th e re  a ro  th in g s  I*d l i k e  to have time to  do too : Take up W ill tu ra n t;
g e t a l l  ray c o l le c t io n s  (now in  0^1a] up h>ro tn DC and in  o rd e r; b rin g  
th a t  scrapbook and photo album up to  data* th e re  o re  p a r ts  o f my d ia ry  s t i l l  
un w ritto n ; I*d l ik e  to  coraplota my l i s t i n g  e f  th<j c e d e s  d ^ b t lu r t ;  I have 
a f a in t  v is io n  o f  a Carpus J u r i s  Fandom.1 P robably  orroryono has th in g s  ha 
can do whan th e r e *3 tim e t o  r e la x .

In co n c lu s io n , semo i f a  should  bo to n a ld e re d , Thuro in always the
remote p o s s ib i l i t y  o f war, fo r uXumple. I LavenU  mat many p h y a lc a lly  yet 
so c an ’ t  say w hether I uhink many would bo naauptod by the s o la c tIv e  d ra f t  
but even i t  only  a few a re  d ra f te d  In to  tho army i t  would be h ig h ly  ad- 
▼ isablo to  suspend f m  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r tho d u ra tio n ; o tn .irw iso , a f t e r  the  
war were over and th e  favo r hud passed tb n ru ’d be many a re g ro t  over what 
wa’d w r i t t e n .  And a f t e r  thu war, w ith  many o f tho follow s o o h it tu r -d  per
haps, and o th e r  profound changes having taken  p lu co , I t  would bo d i f f i c u l t  
to  ro s to ro  tho o ld  round o f fan  a c t i v i t y  in  i t s  u n t i r i t y .

But th e  p e rio d  fro^i th e  f a l l  o f  Fantasy  iuig&zino ta  th e  T hird  Con- 
vnn tion  showed th a t  Fandom as an e n t i ty  i s  as tough as a b o a t. No m a tte r  
what m ight happen to  th e  o ld  g le b e  1 th in k  th o r e ’ d always ho 0 group th a t 
cou ld  ba c a l l e d  "aci/wico f i c t io n  fnns r t . e x p re ss in g  them selves w ithout re 
s t r a i n t  to  each o th e r and sp e c u la tin g  upon th o  fu tu re . I I  might go o f f  
on a tan g en t here  on tho fu tu re  o f  s f  when s p a c e - f l ig h t  Is  an accom plished, 
s y n th e tic  U f a  a fa c t and a l l  the o th e r  th in g s  sh o r t o f puro fa n ta sy  r e a l i 
zed , S*« ntSrolthj

These, however, a ro  tho i f s .  Thia prophecy is  suppoaod to be bused 
on what 1 th in k  has the te n t  chance c f  happening. So. to  r e c a p i tu la te ;

A degree o f  fu s io n  botwoen th e  in n e r c i r c l e  and the pro mag audience 
in  g e n e ra l;  a tre n d  toward conserva tism ; a movement toward th e  l i t e r a r y  
and a-ny from thu spontaneous; a re la x a t io n  o f hcatod  c o n tro v e rs y .. .

Thu c o n tro l idea  o f  pro-fandom was acioneu ( th e  Gambuck in flu e n c e } ,

Tha F i r s t  Fandom d iscu ssed  f ic t io n  and a u th o rs .

The Second Fandom I n te r e s t  a a n te ra  around th e  fun p e r s o n a l i ty ,

Tao b a s is  fo r  tho T hird  Fandom may tro ll bo no more than •’f m to m i  ty ” . 
Uoybe I ’m a l l  wrong. I r a th e r  hope I am.

----- Jack Speer 24 Aug 3B

m issp e llin g s  and tho c o n v e n tio n a liz a tio n  of form from th e  o r ig in  
a l  in  the above a r t i c l e  a re  to bo blamed on tho e d i to r  -------LeaH
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re p r in te d  from Jack  S p e e r’s
7AZ:CVCL0P^DIA 1944

F i r s t  Fandom -  < Spoor) -  Thu p e rio d  up to  1935, I t  ra s  marked by in te r e s t  
p r im a r i ly  in  sc ie n c e  and o c lo n cu -f ic t io n ,  Fanzine m a te r ia l c o n s is te d
= c ln ly  o f fo re c a s ta  o f lin eu p s in  th e  p ro c , in te r v ie w  Mitii p r o d  a  en t 
nuthorc , fan f i c t io n  r e la t in g  to  tho p ro a , fan sc lcn co  f i c t io n ,  nov e lty  
f i c t io n  by groups o f pro w r i te r s ,  nirx advohCea in  ec io acu , d ieOUB?LCCD 
o f  my s - f  ia  In □ ru t  or nux in  s e in e r —f ic t io n  o r th e  r e l a t i v e  ic p c r ta a c u  
o f  p l a u s i b i l i t y  and good s ty lo ,  Dougina W ebster u$ua tnu tu m  to  in- 
di entu  th e  * l r a t  fans o f  G reat B r i ta in .  C a rn e ll , G i l l in g s .  Hanson, 
Ur.yur, a t  n l .  ^ to  con tinued  dominant in to  1938, and nero  m ainly in to r -  
oe tud  in  the n fo r-m a n tlo n u d  su b ju c to , and a lso  in  s o c io lo g ic a l  q u e s tio n s .

F l r a t  T ra n s itio n  -  (Speer) -  The p o rte d  o f fandom from the d e c lin e  o f Fantasy 
A ig a iln u  In  I n te r  1J36 to  th e  T h ird  C onvention. I t  -..aa —arked by a s h i f t  
o f in t e r u s t  from th e  pro f i e ld ,  then In a re c e ss io n , to th e  fans thvm sulvus. 
There jaa  c^naequvntly  moru fan nevs In the f a c t in g s ,  a  p le th o ra  n f  o rgan iza
t io n s ,  many nu / fonzinva proposed asd execu ted , and ta lk  about tb inga  having 
l i t t l e  r e la t io n  tc  a - f  t u t  in te r e s t in g  to th e  fan s . ih e re  oure fuTor people 
ip  th e  fan f i e ld  t e m  p re v io u s ly . Ko o rg a n iz a tio n  or fan  cx^uzlnu h e ld  
recogn ized  luad u rah ip  a f t e r  th -  d is s o lu t io n  o f the ISA, tho the SFA tfaa 
Togardud as th e  boa t.

Second Fandom -  (Speer] -  O ctober 1927 to  O ctober 193B, uhen th e  Quadxunvlm te 
re s ig n e d . Out o f th e  T hird  Convention cane k lch u llsm , and p o l i t i c a l  d iscu s- 
s i  ana UJTU moat n o tlcu n b lo  in  th i s  p e rio d , b u t m ny o th e r th in g s  not d i r e c t ly  
r e la te d  to  fa n ta sy  "<J T J  a lso  booted  ab o u t. Fan feuds reached  the p ro p o rtio n  
o f fnn n a ra , m ainly between the Wellheim! s t  fa c t io n  and t h e i r  enem ies, e l l -  
D rying in  24ny-Juno 1939 t / l th  th e  lldTfurfc Convention and th e  ZAPA cncpnign. Doug 
I QG ’̂ b e tu r  u ses th e  tv. rm to amoj h la  ot#n type o f B r i t i s h  fans in c lu d in g  
Toad, ikirku, and o th e rs , who a rc  in tu r - a te d  in  many o th e r th in g s  . . .  They 
CCOJ in to  dominance about 1939 in  p a r t i a l  re a c tio n  to  th e  so c io lo g ic a l  
ucphuois o f th e  o r ig in a l  B r i t i s h  fans.

Second T ra n s itio n  -  (Spvor) -  From tko 19158 P h ila d e lp h ia  Conference to tho 
G hicea. I t  uufl sa rk cd  by th e  b a rb a ria n  in v a s io n , tDv aFCvadancy o f hew 
Fanduu, and th e  c o a a ^ u ^ n t r X te h  o f enyiuiBla h e a v ily  back tow:.rd pva- 
fo e c io n n l sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  T h jre  ran ho#uVu,r s t i l l  lo t s  of d isc u ss io n  of 
o th ^ r  th in g s  in  th e  se c o n d -lin e  fan z in es  o f th e  day. end in  correspondence 
o tc .
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T ..lrd  yujdom -  (gpeor} -  F ree September 1940 on. b a rr in g  fa c tio n s  in  
fandom hoalod  th o l r  d iffu r« n cu a  o r wore lo ss  in  ev idence, w ith  the  
p ass in g  o f fouda thu  und erly in g  f r a t e r n i t y  o f fYuidom came more in to  
ev idence, and n broad b j jm c o  was found batwoon m a tte rs  s e i o n t i f i c t io n a l  
and o th e r  th in g s  th a t  f-ms woro Lntoriiatod In , Thera much till*  
o f  fmdom g ren ing  up, lu d o s irg  r^ ro  m t  u ro , .and sav ing  Loss o f  ndoloacant 
b ic k e rin g  and feuding  fo r fanning  *s BQ)C.J ; a t  th u  sar*j tlry j th<jro ^as 
a flood  o f  d ig e s ts  and b ib l io g m ilc 8  and Indcxos o f  th i s  and th a t ,  
reg a rd in g  as a 9 u n c t io n  and c an so il d u tie s  o f  p a s t achlOYocunto in  
fandom, A gunoral fun o rg a n iz a tio n  ana unco again  rmch d e s ire d , but 
ran  in to  d i f f i c u l t  la s  as war cana to  An.ricm« Loug ffobetur 
a p p lie s  th e  tu rn  to  tho younger fans th a t  appuarud in wnrtinu B r i ta in ,  
one j  aga in  in to ro s tu d  o u ln ly  in  such a d  n c o - f ic t iu n  a s  they  cou ld  
g e t ,  and aupportlng  the 1 dun o f  a B r i t i s h  fan o rg a n iz a tio n  jth u  BF3), 
.Tillch the s o f l a t l c i to d  Second Findom had outgrown.

——Jack  Spoor 1943-1344

"Fellow  n o . . ."

MP tixcurpt from tho FidlCYCLOPEDIi

O pinions d l f f a r  as to  tho o u ttu rn  o f tho p an t, but tho sw in ^ in ;- 
pondulun Ewdul usod In S;»-ar*o o r i j i t . a l  h is to ry ,  in v o lv in g  throw fm -  
dotifl. I s  n u s t g a n o r i l ly  accep ted . j r l z o - i l n n l n j  p ro fo t ic  a r t i c l e  by 
S peer, pu b lish ed  by Use L^SFl, wits ro a l i io d  In t ^  rzrin by th e  Second 
T ra n s itio n  an l T h ird  Fundun. K o a k o titz , du ring  tho Second Ttndon and 
T n n s i t io n ,  OToto many d iscu ss io n s  o f the course fundee, was f u l lo w in ; ,. .  
Ho w a s . . . tb a  f i r s t  to  p o in t out the s h i f t  from th e  F i r s t  Fandom to  
tho Second in  fills  C L n a ^ a ' Tundancy iX ^asinds

---- J J m  B ris to i-^ iy 4 4



Huprir.ted from Quan dry
Oct 10. 1952

bob Silverberg

irsi one QSL Ten
I t  TTOB in  1944 th a t  Jack S p e e r 'a  11 Fancy c l opedia" brought in to

prord nonce th o  th eo ry  o f a number o f succeed!ng ” fandoms", each a d i f f e r e n t  o ra  
w ith  d i f f e r e n t  le a d e rs ,  d i f f e r e n t  ideas and d i f f e r e n t  uccom plishrxjnts.

Tlio ’’F i r s t  Fandom" i s  g e n e ra lly  con sid e red  th e  1930-36 p e rio d
marked by in t e r e s t  in  the sc ie n c e  p a r t  o f s c ie n c e - f ic t io n .  2a Souer say s , "Fan
z ine  m a te r ia l c o n s is te d  m ainly o f fo re c a s ts  o f  lin e u p s  ir. the p ros . 2 . d is  ruse ions 
o f  why s - f  ie  in  a run o r sex in  a - f  e r tho r e l a t iv e  idportuacu  o f  p la u s ib i l i t y  
and good s t y l o . ”

I  d isa g re e  w ith Spoor on se v e ra l grounds: n is  l a s t  two. Tho
le s s  f a m il ia r  as an o u ts id e r  than S^wur, w ith  fandom o f tfrj F i r s t  L ra , Lt*u my 
b o l le f  th a t  th e re  wore fun d iscu ss io n s  o f «ex in  s - f  f o r  the sim ple reason  th a t 
up through 1936 th e re  was no sox in  tho s - f  p u lp s . And i f  th e re  wore any d isc u ss 
ions o f good s ty lo ,  they c e r ta in ly  baru no f r u i t ,  as anyone who has road the 1930- 
36 p raz iu o s  can t e l l .

Tho Second Fandom was a  c o n sid e ra b ly  more u n if ie d  a f f a i r ,  w ith
Kost uvury fun being aaa ro , n o t only  o f th e  fan p ro duc tions o f every  o th e r fan , 
h u t o f h is  p r iv a te  l i f u ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  appearance, and o p in io n s . speu r says! "Fan 
feuds reached  the p ro p o rtio n s  o f fan w ars."  Thu Second Fandom la  uvea more ru - 
motQ from p re se n t day fandom than F i r s t  Fandom, and In th e se  flays of s - f ’s popular
i t y  th e re  can be no re v e rs io n  to  the phonooenon o f th e  Second Fandom.

S puur’s c h ro ao ltg y  ends w ith  the Third Fandom, tho 1940-43 p e rio d , 
which was c h a ra c te r iz e d  by th e  end o f  fan feud ing , and th e  beginnings of u movu- 
nen t which ■■mu to  r e s u l t  in  1952 Fandom, Spoor soya, " a  broad balance was found 
between to itto rs  s c i e n t i f l c t i o n a l  and o th e r  th in g s  th a t  fans wore in te r e s te d  In. 
Thore was much t a lk  o f fandom growing up, becoming more m a tu ro ,J . a t  th e  same time 
tho rc  was n f lo o d  o f  d ig e s ts  and b lb l lo g r a f lo s  and indexes, ««A g en era l fan o rg an i
z a tio n  was once again  much d e s i r e d . . . "

And th e re  Spoor stopped . But lo t  us co n tin u e  th i s  c y c lic  a n a ly s is ,  
a l a  S tap ludon , up to th e  p re se n t day:

Thu T h ird  Fandom was succeeded, SOKM: tim e in  1944, by th e  Fourth Fan.
dom, This was a  re v e rs io n  to th e  Second Fandom in  many nays, probably  th e  l a s t  
such throwback, 1944 saw miay c f  tho o ld  fans leava fo r  th e  arro^d s e rv ic e s , and 
when they re tu rn e d  they could  f in d  no p la ce  in  th e  younger fandom which had sprung 
up. Some, l ik e  Ackorm n |a  m ainstay o f  th e  f i r s t  two fandoms) m ain ta ined  a nebul
ous fan c a re e r  -.Thilo c a te r in g  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l f i e l d ;  o th e rs  remnined dormant, 
ig n o rin g  th e  younger elam ent which had sup p lan ted  them u n t i l  th e  growing p o p u la rity

• f o r  f u l l  t e x t  sou Thu Fandoms in  th ia  is s u e .
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o f a - f  in  recun t y e a rs  onablod them to coma back as p ro fe ss  tona l s . O thers , Ilk a  
M o ck e jlts , piCKud up r ig h t  uhore they  l o f t  o f f ,  os fans.

The Fourth  Fandom, Jh ich  began s e o , t i n s  in  1944 and ended nbout 1947 
l o f t  few ren n in s  o f In p o rtan cu . Eiu g r e a te s t  in c re a se  in  c - f  p u b lish in g  in  1941, 
42 and 43 bad a i l  been l o s t ,  and fans Truro l e f t  771th tho o r ig in a l  fou r prozinus 
o f thu pro-boom days. Amazing. Wonder, W ulrd, and js tc u n d in g , p lu s a few nowcooirs 
which M d boon addud in  th e  1939-41 expansion: Famous F a n ta s tic  M y ste rie s , P lan e t 
S to r ie s ,  nnd S ta r t l i n g  S to r ie s .  Of th e se  j u s t  Ono was n o n tt ly  in  1944: Astounding. 
Woird Toles m a  b l - r o n th ly .  and a l l  tho o th e rs  q u a r te r ly ,  The e n t i r e  yoar o f 1*44 
an* J u c t  45 p ro z in es  laauod , c o t^ a re d  Tilth 143 in  1952.

In term s o f fondoe, wo o in  di a count Wolrd T a lu s , A stounding, ng 
and F a n tc s t lc  A dventures, a l l  o f  which ignored  fnndom, and a lno  PKi. which m a 
and s t i l l  i s  a  r e p r in t  m agatlnas fo r fans to  congregate  in  IWS, S ta r t l i n g ,  and 
P la n e t,

Koynora fans o f  th e  Fourth  F^xdom were n i l  lo t to rh n c k s :  each pacplo 
Ba Chad O liv e r and Joe Kounody uont on to  bocomo p rc fc su 'o r .a la  but many n e r d y  
dropped by tho Taya Id o . No o u ts ta n d in g  fan z in es  wore p u b lish ed  through 
45. 46, and 4? c o n a is ta n t ly  in  thu manner in  which FANTASY LAGIZJIL'L had dominated 
th e  Fl r a t  Fandom, SOURCE FICTION FAN thu S jcond, and SEiCrXllS thu T h ird . Thore 
were, i t  i s  t r u e ,  a  fu-j f in e  e f f o r t s :  K0VA» ACOLYTS & VA^?I££ , But th e  symbol 
o f F ourth  Fandom, thu person -fhc re p re se n ts  th o  a tz^apburu , aim s, and gone m l  
a t t i t u d e  o f Fourth  Fandom ia  Surge S a tu rn ,

F i f th  Fan don m a  a b o rt l iv e d .  I t  began In th e  d e c lin in g  days o f 1*47 
and l a s t e d  only  u n t i l  1949. Dominant fane o f th ia  p o rlo d  a re  a d if fo ra n t  bunch: 
A rt Mpp and h is  c i r c l e  of ad m ire rs ; Dan Ehyj Rudd Beggs; K. lAatrln Carl eon. Thu 
fn n tin u  which sucr^d  up F i f th  Fondas la  SPACn^ABP, ahich la s te d  through tho u n tiro  
o ra . F i f th  Fandom was a p e rio d  o f awakening o f escape from ju v e n i l i ty  f o r  thu 
f i r s t  tinsj s in c e  F i r s t  Fandom, of unlargonkJnt. Fans hogan to ro rd iso  once again  
th a t  tho p roslnoa  ■sore s t i l l  being p u b lish e d , and fans took n o tic e  of them. F ir th  
Fandom marked th e  rt>-nwak'jnlng o f u t f n a l  I n te r e s t  in  Boh Tucker, idio had plnyud 
an im portan t ro le  in  thu f i r s t  th re e  fan dona. I t  asr? an tap^m alon o f  fo n tin a  
p u b lish in g  f u r  above thu p rev ious 193B-41 punk, c h ie f ly  due to  the e f f o r t s  o f  
Rrg P h i l l i p a 1 C?.ub House. J u s t  as Sorgo S a tu rn  la d  Fourth  Fandom I t  was 
P h i l l ip s  who proved th e  u n ify in g  fa rc o  fo r  F i r th  Fandom, b rin g in g  about a boon 
in  fandom and fan p u b lish in g  rtiiah hna not y e t been chocked.

S ix th  F.andom is  a  ho rse  o f a d if fo ro n t  c o lo r . J u s t  as S tapludon*s 
S ix th  t i n  branched o f f  in to  n i l  s o r t s  o f  v a r ia n ts ,  sc  has S ix th  Funded. I t  is  
im possib le  to ^ a n o rn llz o  about i t ,  because i t  i s  s t i l l  going on (although HODU 
have d e tec te d  th e  id e n t i ty  of a  Seventh , E igh th  and N inth  Fandom). But new nanus 
begin  to appear a g a in , c h ie f ly  those  -.The moved up from thu lower ranks t o  toko 
over tho ro le s  o f le a d e rs ,  l^o su  who s t a r t e d  a t  the bottom  of S ix th  Fandom or 
even n t th e  t a l l  of F if th  Fandom and ovur a course o f  se v e ra l years  began to  toko 
th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f Fandam in c lu d e  such 3 as Hoffman, E lsb e rry , K uoslur. S i lv e r 
b e rg , UcCain, Jiacauloy. 'B urw ull, W il l i s ,  and V ick; a l l  unknowns befo re  1940, 1949
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and a aa» as l a t a  no 1950. Rodd Boggs t?ho e n te re d  fandom in  tho Second Fnndaa 
and van ished  in  th e  m iddle o f th o  T hird , had ro -o n tc ru d  in  th e  f i f t h  Fandom and 
has r o s i n e d  to  ba a tm in stay  o f th e  S ix th . But in  th e  main, i t  has been tho 
new nomas, no alw ays, ih c  have sparked  the e ra .

The S ix th  Fandom o x ic tc  in  u p e rio d  when th e re  In . oddly enough, to o  much 
s - f .  A fte r  a p e rio d  of years whon h a rd ly  anyone o u ts id e  th e  inauLur group of 
fan don bad hoard  o f i t .  co-r s rlo n C o -fi c*i on io in  ovary th a a tu r  and sp lash ed  a l l  
over te le v is io n ;  wa hnvo upwards o f two dozen proziuuo and aver a hundred s - f  
books a re  is su e d  every  yuar. Tho f i e ld  no lo n g e r has an a i r  o f aocrucy. o f  
c u ltism .

N ev erth e less  an " in n e r c i r c l e ” has grown up, c an to rin g  around Lao Hoffman<0 
QUANDBY, forming the nucleus o f S ix th  Fandom. But ag a in , S ix th  Fandom. th e  B iggest 
c f  a l l .  La too d if fu s a  to  p in  dam  e x a c tly . Evon a s , in  1951 ar.d huru In  1952, 
i t  has f in a l ly  reached  tho p o in t where i t  is  p o ss ib le  to  a s s ig n  I t  a p laco  in  
fan h is to r y .  Ih a ra  i s  a now crop o f  funs coming up, which w i l l  p robably  rep lace  
i t  in  s h o r t  o rd e r  and so t up a  Seventh Fandom. This vanguard o f Sovuntb Fandom 
Iw tich w il l  probably be a going ecnourn by th e  and o f 1153) in c lu d ed  such nar^a 
as Ifib, C a lk in s , H irnchorn. Kynl, W ells, B orgcron, Semenovich, Anderson, S ch r/u b c r, 
and jo so n ; w ith  fan  excep tio n s  a l l  in t h e i r  o a r ly  to o n s, and ju s t  ra r in g  to  go 
o u t and found Sevan th  Fondor. in  a your o r two.

Bou - d l l  the c y c lo  end? I  c an ’ t  auy. J u s t  as I t  was Inconceivab le  to  say  
in  1944 th a t  in  e ig h t years  th  uro acu ld  bu two dozen p ro z in e s . I t  i s  Inconceivab le  
to  me what tw is ts  fandom w il l  taka  in  the nex t e ig h t .  Probably , a s  I ru -ru ad  
th ia  In 1960, a g reybeard  rocnan t of S ix th  Fandom, i t  v d l l  seam odd to nxi th a t  I 
m s  unable in  1952 to  fo re c a s t  tho n a tu re  o f Seventh Fandom. and E igh th  end 
M intb.

B ut. i f  wo fo llow  th e  StnpLadanion school o f th in g s---- and I hopo uw d o n 't—  
than we have tw elve c y c le s  l o f t  to  u s , S tap lodon a llow ed two b i l l i o n  years  fo r 
th o  E lgh tuun th  Men to  appear and be extern*!noted by a sun going novo. Follo tring 
th ia  chronology tho E ig h teen th  Fandom should  appear some time in  1997 and about 
2004 fandom i l H  come to  a  com plete s to p , reach ing  i t s  end a f t e r  84 yurre o f 
tu m u ltJUS ax is  tonea .

But I ’m n o t mueb good a t  being a p rophe t, anyway. I  c a n 't  say  fo r  c e r ta in  
th a t  t h a t ’s th e  nay i t 'L l  happen, b u t I ’m p re t ty  tu r a  I won’t  bo around tc  seo 
i t .

— Bob S ilv e rb e rg  1952
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jack spcer
THE DECLH1E

OF THE BEST
• • ”=•’1=11!

re p r in te d  from quantify #29 
Lily -  Juno . 1953

Someday i  p r in c ip le  m y  bo discuvurud which w il l  o rgan ize  the  
a n t i r a  h is to ry  of Condor in to  n co h eren t whole, a r  c o r r e la te  I t s  f lu c t -  
un t l  ms if l th  even ts  in  th e  o u ts id e  world. Th* dev ice  o f d is t in g u is h -  
Ing se v e ra l d i f f e r e n t  p e rio d s , a n f e l i c i to u s ly  a n llo d  ” f  rm dons11 doos not 
do t h i s .  However, pending th* onorgencu o f a S pacg lu r. I t  la  a conven
ie n t  duvieo f u r  o rs a n l t ln g  JUT h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta , and acco rd in g ly  wo should 
chousa th e  one which b e s t a rg an lzas  d a ta , whoa C unfroutod w ith  a ch o lse  
o f proposed sy s te m  o f  " f in  docs "•

In  decid ing  how "b o a t” to organize th e  d a ta , wa zught absento  
tbG fo llow ing  c r i t e r i a !  wo ought t j  bo re lu c ta n t  to  d esig n a te  noro p e r
iods than  a r j  e a s i ly  roKdnburGd; we shou ld  bef s i  ^w to  o v ertu rn  g e n e ra lly  
ru c -g n ic c i  groupings and in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f ovan tsj and os th e  very  1doa 
o f a h is to ry  o f  r ^ d o s  i s  pure s to fn ism , i t  suoi^s th a t  wu should  a t t a i n  
g r e a te r  i tp o r t  mco to  a p r^p-sud  senomo’s  c a p a c ity  to  o rg an ise  s t o f n i s t l c  
Anta than to  i t s  c a p a c ity  to o rgan ize  s to fn ic  ( i . o .  r e la t in g  to  tbu f ic t io n )  
d a ta .

A "fandotf1 i s  a p e r io d , not a group o f people. Tho se v e ra l "faw** 
d o ^ ,r lr. tho sunau wo a rc  co n s id e rin g  h t^ o , c o rro sp in d  t<j such t e r r ^  os 
'm isn b o tL o n * . " P u r i t in ” , " 'U -ed u ssicw l’*, " n a t io n a l is t ic * 1 , "R cz an tic ” . 
in  th o  h is to ry  o f E n g lish  though t. S ince th e re  i s  le a s  c n to r lu l  in fan 
n is ru ry ,  th e re  is  la s s  o p p o rtu n ity  f a r  broad tren d s  to  cnergo  f r e e  the  
w s lto r  o f d e t a i l .  But wo w il l  u su a lly  f in d  th a t  each n a tu ra l p e rio d  has 
a d -irdnm t group o f  fen, who nay o f course  have in d iv id u a l ly  boon cu'CUhd 
b e fo re  Mid bo around aftu rw aod , th e  nunborsliip c f  eh ich  group H'ay bu q u ite
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d i f f e r e n t  n t  too boginnimg and n t  th e  end o f a p e rio d , but which fins a  
continuous group l i f e ,  l i k e  a winning fo o tb a l l  to  an  th ru  s w a rn l  seasons. 
Such a ’'n a tu r a l” p e rio d  { th is  m y  c o n s t i tu te  the cririo  o f p ro je c tio n )  
“d l l  p robably  a lso  hevo d o f iu i tu  i n t e r e s t s  and l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  
th a t  d is t in g u is h  i t  from o th e r p e r io d s . T h .ro  a re  always d ivergen t 
tre n d s  /i th in  ar. a ra , but in  th e  c o r p a r t ^ n t a l i z a t i o n  th a t  wo arogaU£ing 
to  inpoao, w ithout d o in j too much v ia lo n ce  to  thu raw m a te r ia l , a  d i s t i n c t 
iv e  d e sc r ip tio n  a l l i e s  to  most o f th e  im portan t m a te r ia ls  in  a  given 
comphitm^nt of cimo, and r?±oh o f  th e  r e s t  i s  c o n s is t  in t ly  r e la te d  to  i t ,  
perhaps by o p p o s itio n . What i s  " im p o rtan t” r.ust u l t im a te ly  r u s t  on a 
consensus o f in d iv id u a l judgem ents; the w r ite r  should t r y  to  d isc o v e r, and 
perhaps in f iu c a c o , such consensus, fo r i f  no a rc  to ugo r tf  andon” or any 
ocher w rd , w ith  th i s  sense a t ta c h e d , th e re  would too a d isadvan tage  in  
u V u rp n e ’,  a d ap tin g  h is  -w,; SC;WEJ3 beaod on h is  p a r t i c u la r  s tan d a rd s .

fl a must from an exam ination o f th e  record  th a t  fandoms ns above 
d esc rib e d  a re  so££tim es o f d is s im ila r  le n g th s , Thu Second Fandom lu s te d  
h a rd ly  a year in  i t s  pure s t a t e ,  but because o f i t s  unusual c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  
and h ig h ly  devoKpod involvem ents wo recognizo  i t  ns a u n ity . On the  
o ther hand, the T h ird  Fandon la s te d  from a y ear b e fa ro  P e a rl H arbor to  a 
y ear a f t e r  H iro s h im . I t  would bo w all to p o in t out th a t  botwoon such 
s h n r j ly  d is tin g u ish e d  fandoms Fq ncyc Lope d in  and i t s  p red ecesso rs  p laced  
p e rio d s  i  c o i le d  " t r a n s i t io n s ” , which h id  c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f t h e i r  own, 
sou-what m ire mixed. U sually  i t  i s  f e a s ib le  to  take  a b ig  a m u n i con- 
v en tio n  os th e  d iv id in g  p o in t batuuen a fancLK and a t r a n s i t i o n .

As the fu rag a in *  in d ic a te s ,  my p re se n t view o f th e  shape of 
s t o f n i s t i c  h i s ta r y  i s  not e x a c tly  in  accord  wit.* 8~b S ilvorburg*s a r t i c l e .  
The only  change i would make in  th u  s c h o r l  embedded ir. F^pcyc)opedia would 
bo tu d is t in g u is h  an e a r l i e r  p e rio d , which i  have s in c e  c e l le d  Eu fandom, 
from 1920 to about 1933; I was unaware o f the e x te n t c f  h i s to r ic a l  event a 
in  th ia  p e r io d , u n t i l  Thu L u to rtn l Storm c-ww ou t.

However, i  Would not end T hird  F-nlom w ith  the da te  th e  Faneye K p s  l ie  
was p u b lish e d , ns S ilv e rb e rg  assun-js. A ll o f i to  o u ts tan d in g  c h n ra c to r ic t ic s  
— fho dominance of th e  B rain  T rust in  FAPA, ITFFF, and o th e r o rg a n iz a tio n s ; 
th e  prove iin c o  o f th u u g k tfu i d is  la s  dons o f  a l l  manner o f  su b je c t* ; the 
b ib llogr£fi< 33 , indexes. and o t lu r  re se a rc h  work; — co n tin u ed  to p ro v a il 
Up to th )  f a i lu r e  o f 0>  r a t io n  Futurism  in  1946. Thu Foundation th a t  w^uld 
h ya been thereby  os ta b iish o d  would nave i n s t i t u t io n a l i z e d  th e  Third random 
w orld -ou tlook ; but duo to  a th in n in g  o f the tiru in  T ru s t’s b lood (o p o e tic  
way o f say ing  tney  gave p re fe re n c e  to  o th e r th in g s  in  demands on t h e i r  tim e) 
t in s  was n e v t r  r e a l iz e d .  K  th e  ensuing  years by d e f a i l t ,  i suppose tho 
younger elumont degeribPd by ^ i lv e rv e rg  was th e  c e n te r  o f sto fr.lsm ; c e r ta in ly  
th e  ' r J i - A  and t h e i r  fr ie n d s  wore prottdeont a t  the F a lc o n .  Thia your 
i ... ; id  O il] the T hird  T ra n s itio n .

A n e r  th o  P h ilco n , commercialism was trium phant, s in c e  m;/ c o n tac ts  
w itr the fan f lu id  began to  f r a y  about t h i s  tiL^e, i  cannot say wi^h any
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a u th o r i ty  frhat th s  c h c r h c to r is t i e s  of th e  Fourth  Fandom wore, but the* 
p r in c ip a l  vo ices th a t  raachod nu Tern th*? e r ic a  a f  th e  h la k s to ra . Th« 
pur'e-s to ta l  s t !  e o p p o sitio n  to  th a n  passed  to  th e  In su rg en t Element (which, 
aa those  in  the kr.o^r k n o t, TOH ^ r o  than a Southern C a llfc ru in  phanotionoB), 
A bacovcr fo r one n f mj l a s t  Synapnon s t a r t e d  out to  be n t r i b u te  to 
PAPA, but 1 become so in te rc a ta d  in  c o n tra s t in g  th a t  c i ta d e l  w ith  th e  s ta t*  
o f fond^s n t  la rg e , th a t  th a  ca rto o n  ended up as on ind ictm ent o f the  
Fourth Fandom. I t s  crowning d ishonor, i  f a l l ,  was the to le r a t io n  of 
th a t  1111011001101 a lo b , Zoda whatjfMmnmo, ns o f f i c i a l  welcorour fo r th e
NFFF. I t  io a measure o f tho d if fe re n c e  batnoon T hird  Pandora and
Fourth  th a t  th e  corpno o f th a  only round ro b in  l e t t u r  i  flaw Int hoae
l a t t e r  days nos l a id  in  cy hands by 2odn«

1 a l i i  not say , though i  o g o c e n tr ic r .ily  i ^ l y .  th a t  th ia  a n t i r e  
tLze when i  had le s s  -\nd ieso  c o n ta c t *1 th  th e  f i e l d  7»na a s in g le  p e rio d . 
I am a t l l i  not so w all a cq u a in ted  -aith  th e  c u rre n t scone as to  t r y  to 
define  [ to  char .c to r ia t i c s  o r uvan g iv e  i t  Q d e s ig n a tio n ; but th e  omar^cnco 
o f th e  ^uandry c i r c l e  a t  tho Kolaccn time cndoubtodly ix^rks on epoch, and 
i  hope 1 s i l l  bo a b le  to T r i te  a auqual to  th ia  a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  THE 
I^CLIlk; OF UOHST.

- —--Ja c k  F Spoor, 16 Nov 55

A hope y e t u n r e a l i s e d . . . .

This a r t i c l e ,  Thich Spoor w rote in  re p ly  tu  Sob S i lv e r b e r g s  
FIRST .JJD LAST FM^was, perhaps u n fo r tu n a te ly . overlooked by tho  
feun tors o f  l i n t  was C a lled  Seventh Fandom. 3ut say  whnt they  
w il l  about i t ,  th e  h is  to r i 'm a  ^ u s t ndedt tu n t  th o  Seventh Fandon 
x o v jj» n t JU S  th e  p rlrw  concern o f ’’f-xndaa” durL ^j th e  p e rio d  of 
i t s  occuranco, P robably  thu n s t  d e ta i le d  d lncusa ion  of tho aub- 
jo c t  waa running  in  th e  fan z in e  PSYCHOTIC in i t s  l a t t e r  la au o s . 
I t  la  d o u b tfu l th a t  any one f^n is  w r o  in a p o s it io n  to  speak 
a u th o r i ta t iv e ly  on thu su b je c t o f  Seventh Fandom than H arlan  S l l ia o n .



seventh
fandom th e  dust was th ick

by H arlan  E l l is o n  NOT 1955

Seventh Ftuidoa. from a re tro s p e c t iv e  view o f se v e ra l y e a rs , i s  no 
moro c le a r  a  m irro r t-uan i t  was during  i t s  up roariE gs. Tiie only  th in g s  1 
cun c o n tr ib u te  to  tho rames roamed about i t  a re  u few personal o p in io n s , 
e.Id se v e ra l o b se rv a tio n s , a l l  o f  which con bo taken fo r  w hit they  a re ----  
o p in io n a ted  a b so rv -itlo n s ,

Sovonth Fandom did ougln w ith  th e  group c o n s is tin g  o f Dove Ish , 
Montan G< jra im e , John i  J a g n u a ,J r , t Bob Puatrowsky, Ray Thot3pBon< n y so lf , 
and u fa s  o th e rs  whoso unties osCapa me a t  th e  o r ie n t .  On th i s  p o in t, to  
uy mind ta o ra  is  no c o n je c tu re , C heri us W o,is. Su Hosen and ti.u few o th e rs  
.^•ntlonud s p e c i f ic a l ly  by s i lv u rb u rg  in  The ^ r t i c l o  novar r e a l ly  c o n tr ib u te d  
to  tho m -vecont—and in  th e  casu o f Miss Su Busan and one or two o th e rs , 
thoy J u s t  dropped away or saowod no i n t e r e s t .

I t  s t a r t e d  tu ilf  in  j u s t ,  h a l f  in  f o l l y ,  w ith  n s o r t  o f subconscious 
uyo ouCKod to  thu  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  in  I t  wo might e s ta b l is h  re p u ta tio n s  o f 
l a s t in g  worth. Ih a ra  <as no fo ru u ln ta d  and so t p a t te rn  to  tho g en esis  o f  
gtivunta F'Jidjm howovur. niku Topsy, " i t  j u s t  growed.*1

Tao causes? M oll, t h a t 's  a  b i t  noro d i f f i c u l t  to  d e lin e a te . I t  
e n tn i ls  a l l  s o r t s  o f obscura and d a rk ly -h in te d  su b je c ts  l ik e  c h i ld  psychology 
and patho logy , the lu«d o f c i v i l i s a t i o n  and ducuy, th e  s t ru c tu re  o f in te r r e g 
nums and h i s to r i c a l  f lu x e s , a f ,  a lo t  a f  oqun lly  dism al and u n in te re s t in g  
th in g s .

Par c l a r i t y ,  1 th in k  Sovuntb Fandom enmn about because i t  uas timo fur 
i t .  T a is  i s  n u t as ambiguous ns I t  m ight sound. Ibu ra  was a g an u ra l slow
down and dinning  o f fun a c t i v i t y  in tha p o rte d  LT.adi . t a ,y  p reced ing  what 
i.iay ba n eb u lously  ro fu rru d  to  ns 7F, (And a f t e r ,  two, 1 n igh t add .) This 
sio.r-dawn T is duo in  p r.rt tu  th a  exodus o f  Hofft-tan, C alk in s. Sb<dby Vick, 
k ix  K u n a l,? , Bob S llv a rb u rg , *iank B urw ell, Inn k .c a u lo y  and o ther a s so c ia te d  
le s s o r  l i g h t s  of S ix th  Fuidum, she had— n t tu a t  tim u, though they ar.y have 
made a ra-umorga i.ee-- s h - t  t t a i r  fonn ish  wads. T a is  l o f t  th o  f i  id  wide 
opan fu r ’inyone w ith  any gumption,
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T;ie Wost Qoaat c a r te l  t r i a d  to  move in ,  but tne s t u f f —i t  naw 
appears— ju s t  n aao ’r xhoro. Th^y co u ld n ’t  cake th e  g rado , and ao fan dun 
ached, subcoaaciuusly  o f c^urga , f v r  a  now fa c to r . T ..ls churgnd the 
atr.usphoro, a l«ng w ith  the fa c t  th a t  those  aho I have n med aa in to r g r a l ly  
7F wore reach in g  tu u  peak o f t h a i r  fanuc, caused  an ax p lc s io a , Jind Seventh 
Fandjm emerged. A c a ta ly s t  was G e ls ’ PSYCHOTIC, r.’n lch  become, oddly 
ODOURS th rough a Blunder on th i s  w r i t e r 's  p a r t ,  not a p i l l a r  o f ?F, but 
a s o m i-n e u tr jl  sounding-board. ^11 th ia  a id e  up th o  s tiz w lu s  th a t  brought 
f o r th  Seventh Findvm.

O rganized 7F d id  sovern l th in g s . I t  is su e d  twe f u l l - s i z a d  m i l i a r s  
o f the Soventh Fan dos Arvituur P ress  A sa jC ia ticn  {7JJPA ) ,  And one th in  m ailing  
I t  showed a co n ce rte d  f ro n t a t  s e v e ra l  conventions! and l e f t  behind a fott 
in ta ru e  tin ^  t r a d i t io n s  and fa b lo s . Truo. th o  m i l i n j a  w r«j not n ^ ted  fo r 
tAOir inn o v a tio n  or a o r a b i l i ty ,  cu t th e re  was an n t t i tu d o ,  I f a i t ,  a fe e lin g  
o f  j o v i a l i t y  th a t  n ig h t have blossomed in to  s.m otn ing  r a th e r  in te r e s t in g  
had i t  con tin u ed .

E f fe c ts ?  ttna, y e s , th e se .

Seventh Fandom l e f t  in I t s  no te  a bad t a s t e .  I t  was a ta s te  
s tu m ia g  fr« n  i l l  th o  abuse honpod JR 7F nanbors, f r  o  c r i t i c a l  surveys 
ta u t  damned bufo re  c f r o m  fu^ghu .dadDess ty p i f ie d  by "TLo 
mid dogs have knead us in  th e  and a s o r t  of r e s t l e s s  an im osity
on thu p a rt o f those  not ia  th e  j r J u p , md an urge to  run on th e  p a r t  
o f th e se  in th e  m ali gnad queue, I t  l o f t  a backwash o f funzino  co n tro se ra io e  
th e  l id o s  o f which I <iuU*t th in g  fun dem hns suen sir.co  the o ld  'Jo llh o in -  
Sygcrn o r Tucker S tap le  War d :y s . I t  t/aa c o n tro v e rsy . I t  was FIGHT?

And by god i f  they  d id n 't .

1 H AU te  look back on 7F w ith  fondness, though tn n t i s  aw fu lly  
hard  to  do. , I  was s o r t  o f a proud po^pa, ju o t  f ro u  a pursonal p o in t o f 
view, yuu un iu ra triad , dut now th a t  i t ' s  gone I th ln x  Seventh Fwlom  served  
oou w onderful, and rervirknolo, purp-ao- I t  showed th e  funs u f today ju s t  
w hit lu io c y  n o r;u n lz c d  numbered fnnaam " a ru , and i t  d e lin e a te d  unotacir type 
o f screen  fugghoadi 3 bn J&S fron  ’?xjich to  s t  e a r  away. I t  snowed what cun 
happen when t a io u t jd  pboplo v x tru p a la to  in c o r re c t ly .

I t 1s doad, I was so rry  to  seo i t  go , I ‘m ^ lad  i t ' s  dead.

L u t 's  l o t  i t  Haquidfic it  En P ace, wot say?

- - -  Harlem E llia ^ n
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by Bab S ilv e ro o rg

la  th a  0 c tubo rl952  is su e  o f  Muandry , $25 I b e lie v e , I c ffo r ..d  a 
c o n tin u a tio n  i f  thu Jack  Spoor fan h is to ry  s j t  f o r ta  in  S p o o r 's  1^44 
FancyciGpm lja , S puar’s record  wont ’is fa r  as T hird  Fandom; b r i e f ly  I 
rjviowod n is  o r ig in a l  cuto>*oriusj and then  added tn ru o  of my van----  
Fourth , F i f th  and S ix th  Fundoiaa. I draw wliat soured tc no v a l id  d i s t i n c t 
ions between th e  guccussuvo p e r io d s , and  vanu trod  a guess a t  tnu n a tu re  o f  ; 
th e  Seventh Fandom th a t  would e v e n tu a lly  supp lan t the c u rra n t e ra .

I had no id e a  n t tno tim e th a t  tn a  peop le  whoso a c t i v i t i e s  gnva 
S ix th  Fun dun i t s  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  tunaware a l l  to  drop from fhndoo a ir ie s t 
im m ediately a fte rw a rd , but such an e n ig ra tU n  has happened b e fo re  and 
did not coma as a s u rp r is e .  The re a l s u rp r is e ,  though, vies th e  unexpected 
banding to g e th e r  o f  a group o f  younger fans in to  a v o c ife ro u s  l i t t l e  
o rg a n iz a tio n  c a l l in g  i t s e l f  *’Seventh Fandom”, ’’seven th  Fundum" — 
th e  ’’Phony Seventh” . Ln T ucker’s a p t phrase — c o n s is te d  o f  peop le  who, 
com ple te ly  mi su n d erstan d in g  th e  b a s ic  prem ises o f  S p eer’s system  and my 
c o n tin u a tio n , s e t  out to carve  fan n ish  re p u ta tio n s  fo r  them selves. They 
d id  — in  a way which I don’t  envy.

The fa c t to  remember is  t h i s ;  a ” fandom” la  a p e r io d , not a group 
o f p e o p le , When H arlan  E l l is o n  ta lk s  o f "organ ized  Seventh Fandom” h is 
ph rase  has no c o g n itiv e  meaning* i t  ia  a c o n tra d ic t io n  in  term s. S ix th  
Fandom was n o t th e  group o f funs revo lv ing  around the Lee Hoffman-Walt 
W illis-M ax K easle r axis*  i t  was th e  p e rio d  o f fann ish  h is to ry  during  which 
those poopln f lo u r ish e d . I t  i s  fo o l is h  t o  ta lk  o f "membership in  a 
g iven fandom; Bob Tucker, fo r  example, can date h is  fan c a ra e r^ to  the  
F i r s t  Fandom, but ho roachod th e  g r e a te s t  peck o f h is  fan a c t i v i t y  in  SOJDA 
years  du ring  th e  1950-52 p u rled  wo d e s ig n a te  aa S ix th  Fandom. Kodd Bo.sga, 
as w e ll, d a te s  from an e a r l i e r  p e rio d , but he may bo c l a s s i f i e d  as a S ix th  
Fandotour ju s t  us w e ll. Hud Boggs re m in e d  in  fandom a f t  or th e  end of 
tu e  ^uandry s r a ,  no might n u l l  have con sid e red  h im se lf a Seventh Fandom, 
fa n , wore i t  n o t fo r th e  w ail-m eaning but fo o lish  fans who fo rev e r fou led  
tn  Inga up.
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Let ua g ra n t th a t  the p e rio d  krova aa S ix th  Fandoiti cumo to  i t a  end 
w ith  tho death  o f  i^uandry and th e  siihu ltanaaus la p s in g  o f a c t i v i t y  on the  
p a rt of i t a  le ad in g  l l g a t s .  In thu normrA course o f ovon ts, tho rn  world 
hove boon a ra a h u f f l in g , an In f lu x  o f no* fa c e s , a c h ^ g a c v u r  in  the niraa 
and g en era l p r o c t ic j s  and customs of fandom, and. a f t e r  a b r i e f  t r o n a l t ic n a l  
p e rio d , wo would have moved in to  a Seventh Fandom.

My a r t i c l e ,  though, wna tho u n p re d ic tab le  fo c o tr th a t  deatroyod 
th e  n a tu ra ln e s s  o f tho e v o lu tio n . In s te a d  o f  th o  n o m a i re b u ild in g  a f t e r  
th e  c o lla p se  o f u fandom, wa had the cu rio u s  phenomenon o f Organized 
Seventh Fandom. S tra n g e ly , only  one o f  tho ton nar.'es I suggested  CH le ad e rs  
o f  th e  new fandom — C harles W ells — over acq u ired  any p o s i t io n  o f promi
nence. Ono, Gregg C a lk in s , was a c tu a l ly  S ix th  Fandom in  approach^ one, 
A lc h a rd  B ergeron, never become a c tiv e  except ns a fan z in e  i l l u s t r a t o r .  The 
c th o rs  — Norbort H irschhorn , Dick Bynn.Di.va lo b , Joo Semenovich, Larry 
^ d u ra o n , Jim  S c h re ib e r, and Su noa on — wore of no g ra n t consequence in  
th o  world o f fandom, and ^ j s t  have dropped from a c t i v i ty .

Ih a  naw nomas wore c h ie f ly  unknown in  th o  sp rin g  o f 1952, when I 
wrote my a r t i c l e .  Duly Dave Ish  and H arlan  E l l is o n ,  o f tho e n t i r e  
Seventh Fandom group* had bean n a t io n a l ly  a c tiv e  for any le n g th  c f tim e. 
I a n ’s a c t i v i t i e s  confined  to an i l l e g ib l e  fanioag and E l l i s o n 's  c h ie f ly  to 
moxu n o ises  a t  c x v o n tio n a . Thu o th e rs  — John iZngnus, Norman Browne, 
day T im pson , S a l ly  Dunn. e tc .  — ware unhoard -fron  ns o f liny 1952.

I t  wag those people who decided  to  farm  Seventh Fandom, ua i f  such 
a  th ing  wore p o s s ib le .  The e h a m o r te r ia t lc  q u a l i ty  o f a fandom can be 
dozen d n ed  fu l ly  only  in  ro tro sp o c t;  an “□ rgm laed" fnndem is  im poaelblo. 
But th e  conscious e f f o r t  on tho p a r t  o f tho s o -c a lle d  Sovonth Fandom 
group. p a ra d o x ic a lly , did r e s u l t  in  a re a l  Seventh Fandom — a sh o rt l iv e d  
etrv c h a ra c te r iz e d  by ju v e n ile  poripeugncsa, fn n -a-o -a -n -1  ike a n t ic s ,  and 
d e ta i le d  c h a r ts  j f  whit a Seventh Fandomer should bo l ik e .

S ince I a m no longer a c t iv e  in fandom, I d o n 't  have any idea when 
th i s  group van ished  and a new group appeared, hut I Uuuld l ik e  to  suggest 
th a t  zho concept _f nuxborod fandons i s ,  p e rhaps, a th in g  of tho page — 
and chat i t  d ied  w ith  S ix th  F^ndvm* A “fnndca” id  r e a l ly  a f i c t io n ,  a 
g e n e ra l iz a t io n  *1 th  only l ie d  to d  v a l id i ty .  Wo naw co n sid e r th e  >^uandry 
group t i  have c h a ra c te r iz e d  S ix th  Fandom — but n t  the some t in e  th e re  nere 
fans fu n c tio n in g  c o n p lo te ly  ou tv Ida  th e  realm  o f “S ix th  Fandcm” , fans 
l ik e  Key Squire  a and James T a u ra s i, p u b lish in g  e x c e lle n t  fanmugs w ithout 
ever p a rta k in g  o f any “S ix th  iandwifl*1 q u a l i t i e s ,  or even fane l ik e  Lao 
H iddlo, who sim ply  d id  n o t fu n c tio n  accord ing  t o  ihe g e n e ra liz e d  d ic ta te s  
o f S ix th  Fuadam c h a r g e to r i s t i c s .
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F i r s t  Fandom, i t  m y  bo s a fe ly  s ta te d )  was a f a i r l y  u n if ie d  a f f a i r ,  
c u n a is tin g  us i t  d id  of only  a handful o f fan s , But by th e  timo o f  S ix th  
Fan Jolt. i t  /eg p e r f e c t ly  p o ss ib le  fo r fans to  be f u l l y  a c tiv e  w ithout over 
8nari&.{ the p re v a i l in g  B o itg o Ja t, and, w ith  t h a t J ^ l t g e i s t  d is s ip a te d  with 
th e  d is s o lu t io n  o f i t e  cea^r^T  C JFC » i t  i s  q u e s tio n a b le  tn a t  any I n te r  
gr^up can c o n s t i tu te  enough o f a c e n tr a l  core to le n d  i t s  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  
to  a now nuEborod fandom. W hether tho Seventh Fandom gr^up as such was 
Im portan t enough tu  bo e^nsi la rod th® to n e -s o tt in g  group th a t  i s  n ecessa ry  
to  the p in p o in tin g  o f a fu n d in ’a c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  l a  du/Ubltful.

I ‘11 suggest — sonowhat tim id ly  — th a t  Seventh Fandom i s  s t i l l  
going on, and w ill Continue to  go on I n d o f in i to ly, thereby  b rin g in g  to a 
h a l t  thu e n t i r e  numbering ayatou . And I t s  o v e rrid in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  the  
g e n e ra liz e d  te g  on which th e  numbering system  depends, i s  sim ply i t s  loch 
o f any g e n e r n l ia n b i i i ty .  I t  i s .  I fo a l ,  no longer si^aniagfui to  c u l l  any 
p a r t i c u la r  fnnnisli ph ilosophy  th a  dominant tra n d  o f a '’fandom1*, th e  way i t  
was p u ss ib la  to  p o in t to  the hektographud fa n iin o s  of Second Fandom or tbu 
lu tto rh acK in g  o f Fourths Ln s h o r t ,  the v a s t expansion o f fandom in  rucont 
y e a rs , i t s  ovorwholnlng d e c e n tra l iz a t io n ,  makes i t  i^ p o ss ib lo  to  c h a ra c to r-  
izn  i t  any fu r th e r .

Some fu tu re  h i s to r ia n  w il l  p robably  bo a b le  to 
« i tn  ease .

ru fu tu  a l l  th i s

---- Bub s i lv a rb a rg
Nov 1955
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I t  wag a l l  very  con fusing .

Uy c o s t  fa n s c tiv a  p e rio d  WM in  1942, *43, and '44— th a  downgrade 
h a l f  o f T h ird  Fan don, p rosunab ly . I raa ewpwa a t  th e  tim e o f S n e e r 's  fandom 
numbers. but they seemed to  DC to  b j  m erely o ta  troy {out o f  a p a ca ib ly  la rg e  
nuzbor o f  ways) o f  d e sc rib in g  what Lad happened in  h is to ry .

I f e l t  a f a in t  f l i c k e r  o f  I n te r e s t  from t in e  to  tiraa a f t e r  t h a t ,  but 
was n h so st e n t i r e ly  unaware o f wnot non happening in fandom u n t i l  19f2, when i t  
bocano co n v en ien t, and aaeniod l ik e  a p le a sa n t idea., fo r  cv to  go to  Chic-in I I .  
Although 1 had nover been to  a ’-n jor oonventicn  b e fo re , I <iSS4E»d I wuu!d have no i 
tro u b le  g e t t in g  re -a c q u a in te d  and becoming p a r t  o f th e  t ig h t  out fa s c in e iin g  l'annish 
c i r c l e ,  I hud 1 a im e d  to  bold  ray l iq u o r  p r e t ty  wull in  the meantime, and ILndorn 
was fuTtdom, w asn 't i t ?

I t  h a s n 't .  I m ight ns w sll have been th e  raw est neofan , as fo r  as 
p re p a ra tio n  fo r  t..e n a tu re  o f th e  event and a b i l i t y  to  f in d  my n iche  in  i t  were 
concerned, I la s  fra n k ly  htTJildored— and the a lso  ulone o f th e  a f f a i r  had very 
l i t t l e  to  do t t l th  i t .  What r e a l ly  hod on fu rh lo n d je te  was th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  the  
nen Inner c i r c l e .

One o f th e  predom inant c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f  th e  fa r  do® I hud l o f t  was 
a h a b it  o f s o l r - a n u ly s is :  in d iv id u a ls  aoarchud t h e i r  so u ls  ord searched  fo r  a sou l 
in  th o  m ie rc k o ^  as a ^hcla  in  avury o v n iln b lu  p u b lic  confess lo c a l .  By conparison 
th e  nos bunch sacnad b ra sh , s e l f - s a t i s f i e d .  c e r ta in  o f i t s  a i r s  und d e s ire s ,  and— 
though i t  may sound s i l l y  to  any i t  r ig h t  out loud—u n in te re s te d  ir. any t r a d i t io n s  
and w ithou t p roper re sp e c t fo r th e  people who had worked to  nn ,o  fandom what i t  was. 
(Itiuy bad a ls o , by and la rg e , a lre a d y  Ion m ud to  bold  t h e i r  l iq u o r  a t on age When 
I nod never touched the s t u f f . )

Yns, i t  was con fusing . I t  was, p erhaps, bad luck  th r.t I had to wander 
b lin d ly  smack in to  th a  m iddle o f th e  b i r t h  o f Hovcjith Random. Had luck  bocc.ua e the 
r a l ly in g  c ry  i t s o l f  was such a sharp  p o in t c f  jor.trn& t {wo d id n 't  form 
I lk a  th ia  in  the good o ld  days. I kept t e l l i n g  rzy^olf; wno do tnoy th in k  tbay are  
anyway?, I g r ip e d ) . Bad luck , t« u , bocnuie the r a l ly in g  c ry  wna only a symbol o f  
tn o  deeper change th a t  had tokotx p la c e . I t  was a chu:go th a t ,  a t  tho tim e, was 
n a lu in g  sh o r t o f s t a r t l i n g .

I t  i s n ' t  co n fu s in g  o r s t a r t i n g  any moro, though. The change was, 1 
th in k  o u r, a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f fnndon1!  growing o ld e r  and la r g e r .  Though f a m c t lv i ty  
had obbod occas L cn 'd ly  in  th e  in te r im , the o v e ra l l  curve bad bt.i» upward, Fandom 
was no longer som ething t h a t  bad to bo nursed  c a r e fu l ly .  j u s t  tu Koop i t  a l iv o . 
Fans no lu n g e r Lud to  worry a b o rt prosorv  .t lu n  o f  th a  n icrcsocm  f i r s t  and look fo r 
a way o f bonding i t  to  th u i r  own ends secund, Fandom was tL ^ro} i t  had been th e re
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q u ite  a w h ile , had a raaaannbio  degree o f B O lld lty , mid would probably  be th e re  
fu r  bODo t i r » .  No vendor, th e n , th u  ocr* group took i t  fo r  g ran ted  and almost 
im o d ia to ly  began to p lan  tliic g s  they  could  do In I t ,  w ith  i t  and to  i t ,

P a r ts  o f th o  p ic tu re  ae I seo i t  .are s t i l l  b lu r ry . I  cuse back in  on 
th e  m iddle, a t  a p a r t i c u la r ly  n x c itin g  p o in t, w ithout th e  aynopBia I doodud. But 
S^yoDtb FLndom hud i t a  bog inn ing . I 'm  su ra , aone t in e  b e fo re .

Yea, Seventh Fandom tu^k  what had boon a n e a t way o f c& paullU ng h i s t o r i 
ca l p e rio d s  and a p p lie d  i t  to  a group o f people, I t  draw form fo r  i t a o l f  f ru a  a  
p re d ic tio n  made by a fan  h i s to r ia n ,  But what o f i t ?  tfo’va had p le n ty  o f futures 
h i s tc r iu a  io sc ionco  f i c t io n  i t s e l f  and bocuuso they  ware f ic t io n a l  th a l r  dominant 
o lununta were people o r groups o f pocpla  w ith  d e f in i te  lo a d e rs . I s n ' t  i t  poaalb lo  
th a t  t ;* a e  hnv« in flu en ced  tho way fans th ink  about fan h is to ry ?  Arid i s  th e re  
any th ing  o a a a n tin lly  wrong -with a llow ing  sc io n ce  f ic t io n  ( th e  a lcoen ta  In i t ,  th a t  
l a ,  n o t tho s t a t e  o f th o  merkot a t  any g iven  p o in t)  to  hove an in flu e n c e  Oo the  
way fandom develops?

I don‘t  th in k  tho rn  i s .  Sc we'vo takon a h i s t o r i a n 's  c h a r t  o f th e  p a s t 
l i f t e d  i t  b o d ily  from tho h is to r y  books and usod i t  as a racons of shaping c u rre n t 
ov-m ta, w ith  ^r w ithout a com plete knowledge t t o t  wo wore doing BQ, DOOS i t  m atte r 
when i t  WM a chongu th a t  d o u r ly  had to  ta k e  p lace?  I  d o n 't  th in k  i t  should , 
uniooQ WQ' TG ,determ ined to  keep h is to ry  lucked in  u lre a d y -H ritto n  bookB, and novar 
t r y  ca r o - in te r p ro t  i t  in  o rd e r tc  undoratand i t  b e t to r  f - r  i t s  own sake, o r le a rn  
from I t  to avoid  p ru io n t m iatakoe and p o ss ib ly  a l t e r  tho fu tu re  fo r  th o  b a t t e r .

A ^ain, Sovunth Fhudum donoliahed  tho numbering ays te a  ea a neat device 
f a r  h i s t a r i  ;na . But i t  d id  so when tho dev ice  was bee uni ng cb ao lo to  in  any caae . 
S ing ly  s ta c k in g  one "Panton" on top o f an o th er l a ,  c le a r ly  and u n q u estionab ly , no 
longer a u se fu l way even to  renumber ovemts, oust loaa to g a in  p o rsp u c tlv a  on thoc. 
jWo'd soon have to  take  o f f  our ahoea and s t a r t  counting  on cu r tu o s , anyway, 
which would be k ia d  o f a i l l y  whan wa’vu ju s t  b r.ro ly  g o tten  usod to  wearing tnem. J

So wo hove th e  fu tu re  ahead o f UB, end lomeday p erhaps, th e  hi a t o r i  tin a 
w i l l  bo nble tu  lo-jk back in p e rsp e c tiv e , and c l a s s i f y  and c a u p a r tm n ta l is o  UB. 
But under th e  c irc u x sto n c o a , they  w il l  nc doubt use a d i f f e r e n t  aye to n  o f  cA assi- 
f i c a t i  -n, than  our numbJ rod fandoms, I t o n ' t  kuj® w tot tho ays-uc  should bo. « 
But I am c e r ta in  o f t h i a ,  th e  e ra  fo llow ing  Seventh Fondoo, o ffo ra  p ro to iis  o f being 
one o f th e  moat iu to r u s t in g  periods o f a l l  fund^a,

--------- LIS

With a d d it io n a l  d ia lo g  by JxiaH
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It i t  not our purpose to s ta r t  feuds or add f ir e  to o ld  feuds. 
Thia issu e  o f Fy ia intended DB a documentation o f o f the s itu a t io n  io 
fandom up to the present* a bringieg  togeth er in  one volume o f several 
rela ted  I t o  which survey fandom for the rondor, from i t s  beginning, a lb e it 
not thoroughly- l a  find  thoso item s o i l  re la ted , and present them to you 
hero. Thora is  much much mare ta be found on th* subject of fandoa, ita  
phases and h is to r y , in  the fan zin es.

The past i s  behind u s. I t  i s  tha foundation o f the present, Tho 
hlatoriana t a l l  ua that I t  la from tbs w ise use o f the cu ru la tive  experience 
o f the past that are able to b u ild  tu r  future.

In th is  ish  wo have sorao artwork by tho incorvarublo XTom. It 
was not our o r ig in a l in ten tio n  to use fanart pur so , only  naat lo tto r in g 
guide handings* and art of h is to r ic a l  s ig n ific a n c e  or d ir e c t ly  pointed to 
m aterial h 'r o ln , W all, A TCO  18 A Ml, und lacking adequate v e h ic le s  where
in wo might prusont h is  work in connection with our p u b lica tio n s, wo acn- 
sidarod using a a JG o f i t  io Fy« rionco, another b it pf p o licy  goes smesh, 
and Fy has the good fortuno o f ATOM decorations.

In fact Fy seora to wax lo s t  formal every t in j  the merry-go-round 
goes round. Your opinion on thia w il l  bo appreciated.

Horuwith a personal natoj I t  i s  unfortunate but truo that your 
e d ito r  must pursue omploy=kint o f  aono nature in  order to buy ndmeo Ink, 
paper and tha other n e c o s s it ie s  o f  fuaoc. Yod Luat a lso , to stay  happy, 
indulge in  occasional aon-fanac in spare t ln » . This dooBQf t leave  as much 
t l o j  for crifuiinc an i t  used to back in the pro-Holacon day*. Thore fore, 
wo ask that you b^ar with us i f  we f a i l  to answer whan you w r its , i t  i s n ’ t 
that wo don’ t appreciate and onjuy your L etters.
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w en  so . there  
no e d ito r ia l  by hln  
Ui th ia  is su e  o f  Fy,
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